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20th Anniversary Declaration of Commitrent
Island of lona, Septenber 2022

WE, representatives of the Scottish Religious Leaders' Forum, meeting on the holy and historic
Island of lona, mark this, the twentieth anniversary of the Forum by restating our commitment
to work together.

We share this land of Scotland with people of diverse cultures, religions and beliefs. We know
that our lives are connected closely to the lives of others around the world and to the earth, our
common home. Yet we know that in this beautiful land many live in poverty, as do millions more
around the world and we recognise that our way of life and over consumption is causing
environmental damage and harm to all.

We also acknowledge with sadness the suffering caused by prejudice, discrimination and war
and recognise that religious discord has, at times, contributed to this suffering.

With all our hearts and humility;

1. We commit to continuing to build good interfaith relations and trust across Scotland and
beyond

2. We also commit to working with others to actively respond to the climate crisis;

e by emphasising the importance of caring for the earth highlighted in our
scriptures

e Dby doing our utmost to live sustainably and encouraging our communities to do
the same

e by joining with others to convince those in positions of authority and influence
to act urgently to implement the agreements made at Cop26 in Glasgow in 2021

3. And finally, we commit to walk alongside and listen to local communities across Scotland
and beyond that are facing many and diverse challenges, such as poverty, displacement,
uncertainty and disorientation in a time of bewildering change.

We share these words on the Isle of lona, an island that is beautiful and sacred, but with a
violent history, and which today is exposed to rising sea levels due to climate change.

This Island stands as a metaphor for humanity, and other life on earth: vulnerable, sacred and to
be cherished and loved but not abused and exploited. Inspired by this place we make this
declaration.



